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Home Invaders Want To Do Bad Things 
To Your Family 
The home invasion attempted against the 
family of NRA First Vice-President Richard 
Childress can teach us several things. 

• The invaders had planned out the attack. 
• They knew how to circumvent Childress’ 

security and they were armed. 
• Childress did some things right, but there 

were also things he could have done better 
in defending his home from invasion. 

• The following are 9 lessons we can learn 
from this incident. 

 
1. Have An Alarm System/Cameras 
Detect, delay, defend. These are the three Ds 
of home defense.  

• Alarms and cameras give you reaction time. 
• Cameras allow you to identify the attackers. 

 
2. Carry Your Weapon At Home 
A recent survey found that 47% of licensed 
CCW holders carry only occasionally or not at 
all. 

• Carry everywhere, including at home. 
• Having your weapon on you when a home 

invasion occurs can save your life and the 
lives of your family members. 

 
3. Trust Your Gut 
Childress heard a noise and investigated. 

• Even when his wife told him to go back to 
sleep, Childress instead took action. 

• Trusting his gut saved Childress’ life and his 
family members’ lives. 

 

4. Know Your Rules Of Engagement 
Know the law so you don’t get arrested. 

• Does your state have Castle Doctrine? 
• Know when you can legally use deadly force 

and you’ll stay out of prison. 
 

5. Keep Weapons Staged And Ready 
Keep weapons CONSISTENTLY at the ready. 

• This will better prepare you for a “startle” 
wake-up. 

 
6. Have A Home Defense PLAN 
Childress didn’t have a plan. 

• A home invasion is chaos and adrenaline. 
• Have a plan you can follow when groggy or 

surprised. This saves reaction time. 
 

7. Create Layers Within Your Home For 
Reactionary Gap 
Create multiple barriers to give you more time 
to react and create more obstacles to threats. 

• Lock your doors and windows! 
• Have a way to answer the door without 

opening it. 
 

8. Maximize Your Ammo 
Have extra mags and use effective loads so 
you can neutralize the threat. 

 
9. Know When To Call Police 
Call right away when a threat presents itself – 
not AFTER you’re done shooting! 
Prepare. Train. Survive. 


